Articles of Organization

ARTICLE  I - NAME

The name of the organization shall be ____________________.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

The purpose of the organization shall be to educate the public on the harms associated with marijuana prohibition and influence public policy towards strategies that reduce these harms.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

A. Any legal adult may join the organization.

B. To be recognized as a full, voting member, an individual must stay current with his or her dues and conduct him or herself in a responsible manner.

C. Full voting members may attend all meetings and contribute to the organizational discourse.

ARTICLE IV – MEETING

A. The organization shall hold meetings on a monthly basis, on campus when facilities allow, or at an appropriate public gathering place as needed.

B. Meetings shall be announced via email.

ARTICLE V – EXECUTIVE BOARD

A. The organization shall recognize one officer position, that of Director.

B. A Director will be renewed or chosen by vote at the beginning of the fall and spring semesters.

ARTICLE VI – ELECTIONS

A. The office of Director shall be elected for each semester except spring 2002. A Director may hold the office for as many semesters as he or she is a registered University of Montana student.

B. Nominations for Director shall take place openly at the first meeting of each semester and/or via email.

C. Nominees will present their qualifications in a written statement of no more than 1000 words via email and/or paper mail. Elections will be held no more than 30 days after the first day of classes each semester except Spring 2002. Votes will be tallied via web-based form.

D. In the event of a tie, up to two candidates may elect to hold titles of Co-Director. If that is not desirable to either candidate, or the tie is between more than two candidates, the faculty sponsor shall choose which candidate will hold the office.

ARTICLE VII – DUES/FUNDS

Funding for the organization shall come from several sources:

· The organization shall require members to submit dues each semester

· The organization will apply for ASUM funds.

· The orgnization shall hold fundraisers and stage benefit events.

ARTICLE VIII – COMMITTEES

Though the organization may form additional committees approved by the Director, two committees shall be formed right away, the Fundraising Committee, and the Public Policy Committee.

ARTICLE IX – AFFILIATIONS

The organization shall draw upon the mentoring resources of Montana NORML and additional support from its parent organization, National NORML.

Montana NORML

2401 Brooks #130

Missoula, MT 59801

Montananorml.org

National NORML

1001 Connecticut Ave NW Suite 710

Washington, DC 20036

Norml.org

ARTICLE X – ADVISOR

The faculty/staff advisor for the organization shall be _________________________

ARTICLE XI – RATIFICATION

This document shall be ratified via approval by a majority of attendees of the organization’s first meeting.

ARTICLE XII – AMENDMENTS

This document shall be amended after consulting with Montana NORML and/or National NORML to ensure consistency with NORML’s goals by majority of full members’ votes and approval of the faculty/staff sponsor.

